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OSCAR  A.  KIRKHAM 


As  a  member  of  the  First  Council  of  the 
Seventy,  being  set  apart  October  18,  1941, 
Oscar  Amnion  Kirkham  has  many  qualities 
that  have  placed  him  in  high  esteem  in  many 
activities  of  the  Church.  Among  these  should 
be  noted  his  pressing  concern  for  the  welfare 
of  youth  and  of  his  fellow-men  generally,  his 
wide  travel  and  sympathetic  acquaintance  with 
many  lands  and  peoples,  the  personal  integrity 
of  his  life,  his  talents  for  commanding  atten- 
tion, his  inborn  showmanship,  his  un- 
questioned sincerity  and  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  truth,  and  his  willingness  to  pursue  any 
call  that  comes  to  him  from  the  authorities 
of  the  Church,  even  though  it  may  take  him 
from  pursuits  he  has  long  loved  and  followed. 

He  was  born  in  Utah,  at  Lehi,  on  January 
22,  1880,  the  son  of  James  K.  and  Martha 
Mercer  Kirkham.  He  attended  the  available 
schools  in  Lehi  and  was  later  graduated  from 
Brigham  Young  University  at  Provo,  having 
served  twice  as  President  of  the  University 
Alummi  Association. 

While  still  young  in.  years  he  went  to  Ger- 
many for  the  study  of  music,  which  he  pursued 
from  1900  to  1903.  This  was  followed  by 
two  years  devoted  to  the  teaching  of  music 
in  Ricks  College,  Rexburg,  Idaho,  which  in 
turn  was  followed  by  another  two  years  in 
music  study  at  Columbia  University,  New 
York  City.  This  preparation  was  followed 
by  a  teaching  career  at  L.D.S.  University, 
where,  from  1908  to  1913  he  was  head  of  the 
music  department. 

Then,  in  1913,  into  the  programme  of  the 
Church  through  the  M.I.A.  came  the  Boy 
Scout  movement,  to  give  active  direction  to 
which  Oscar  A.  Kirkham  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  General  Board  of  the  Young 
Men's  Mutual  Improvement  Association,  in 
the  capacity  of  Field  Secretary,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Boy  Scout  committee.  Suc- 
cess in  this  capacity  led  later  to  his  appoint- 
ment as  Chief  Executive  of  the  Salt  Lake 
Council,  B.S.A.,  which  in  turn  was  followed 
by  his  appointment  in  1925,  as  Associate 
Regional  Executive,  Region  Twelve,  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  comprising  Utah.  Nevada. 


California,  Arizona,  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
This  had  been  preceded  by  his  appointment  in 
1920  as  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Young 
Men's  Mutual  Improvement  Association,  in 
which  position  he  has  served  under  four  M.I.A. 
General  Superintendents:  Anthony  W.  Ivins, 
George  Albert  Smith,  Albert  E.  Bowen,  and 
George  Q.  Morris.  In  these  two  positions  last 
named  he  was  still  serving  at  the  time  of  his 
appointment  to  the  First  Council  of  the 
Seventy. 

Brother  Kirkham  is  recognized  inter- 
nationally in  recreational  circles.  Four  times 
he  has  served  as  Chief  Morale  Officer  at 
World  Scout  Jamborees:  at  Birkenhead,  Eng- 
land, in  1920;  Arrowe  Parke,  England,  in 
1929;  Godolo,  Hungary,  in  1933;  and  Haarlem, 
Holland,  in  1937.  He  has  been  in  official 
attendance  and  has  been  called  upon  to  par- 
ticipate in  many  recreational  meets  and  con- 
ferences of  national  and  international  scope, 
one  of  which,  the  National  Recreation  Con- 
ference at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  was  responsible 
for  his  absence  from  the  General  Conference 
at  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  the  First 
Council  of  the  Seventy. 

Among  the  many  achievements  of  Oscar 
Kirkham,  there  is  one  which  surmounts  them 
all  —  his  notable  and  worthy  family  of  eight 
children,  in  the  love  and  pride  and  responsi- 
bility of  whom  he  has  shared  with  his  worthy 
wife,  Ida  Murdock  Kirkham,  whom  he  mar- 
ried in  1904. 

One  of  his  most  distinctive  qualities  is  his 
voice  —  a  large  voice,  devoid  of  harshness  — 
a  deep  and  throaty  voice  with  pleasing  quality 
and  conviction — a  voice,  which,  in  crescendo, 
or  in  reverent  whisper,  carries  far  in  terms  of 
physical  distance,  and  far  in  the  lives  and 
hearts  of  the  men  and  boys  it  has  touched. 
As  a  Boy  Scout  I  have  heard  the  beckoning 
of  that  voice  —  in  the  early  hours  of  morning 
—  in  the  candid  brightness  of  day,  out  on 
the  trail  —  and  after  taps  in  the  quieting 
solemnity  of  the  night  —  and  always  it  seems 
to  come  from  the  depths  of  a  moving  spirit  — 
penetrating,  sincere,  persuasive,  reverent. 
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TEMPLE  SQUARE  TOURISTS 
CONTINUE  HIGH  IN  TOTALS: 

Anyone  passing  the  South  Temple 
entrance  to  Temple  Square  at 
12.45  p.m.  daily  these  days  might 
be  led  to  believe  that  a  confer- 
ence session  had  just  concluded, 
judging  from  the  hundreds  of 
persons  —  tourists  —  leaving  the 
block. 

Actually  it  is  at  that  time 
daily  that  the  half  hour  noon 
time  organ  recital  concludes  and 
the  1,500  to  2,000  tourists  who 
daily  attend  leave  the  Taber- 
nacle. 

Tourists  on  Temple  Square  this 
year  as  far  as  numbers  are  con- 
cerned are  similar  to  figures  re- 
corded last  summer. 

Through  July,  1955,  504,528 
tourists  entered  Temple  Square 
compared  with  503,834  last  year, 
according  to  Elder  Richard 
Evans,  president  of  the  Temple 
Square  Mission. 

In  the  same  period,  154,235 
persons  were  conducted  on  guide 
tours  of  the  block  this  year,  com- 
pared with   150,232   last  year. 

Advising  the  thousands  of 
visitors  of  the  Church  are  120 
guides  who  attend  an  intensive 
training  period. 

KOREA  DEDICATED  FOR 
PREACHING  OF  GOSPEL:  The 

land  of  Korea  was  dedicated  on 
Tuesday,  August  2,  1955,  for  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  according  to  a  message 
received  by  the  Church  News 
from  President  Joseph  Fielding 
Smith  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve. 

President    Smith    officiated    at 

the  dedication.  With  him  on  the 

I  occasion    were    President    Hilton 


A.  Robertson  of  the  Northern 
Far  East  Mission  and  President 
Harold  Grant  Heaton  of  the 
Southern  Far  East  Mission. 

Said  President  Smith  in  his 
letter  referring  to  the  dedica- 
tion: 

"Cn  August  2,  in  the  presence 
of  Presidents  Robertson  and 
Heaton  and  a  few  others,  I  went 
on  top  of  a  high  hill  and  dedi- 
cated the  land  (country)  of 
Korea  for  the  preach  ng  of  the 
Gospel.  It  was  President  Rob- 
ertson's birthday." 

President  Smith  visited  Korea 
as  part  of  his  tour  of  the  former 
Japanese  Mission  which  he  di- 
vided to  create  the  two  Far  East 
Missions.  His  tour  is  nearing 
completion.  He  will  be  in  Hono- 
lulu, Hawaii,  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  August  27  and  28,  at 
which  time  he  will  be  joined  by 
Elder  Adam  S.  Bennion  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve.  They 
will  effect  a  division  of  the 
Oahu  Stake  at  that  time. 

PRESIDENT  McKAY  MEETS 
CHOIR  AND  ATTENDS  CON- 
CERT AT  GLASGOW:  President 
David  O.  McKay  and  375  mem- 
bers of  the  far-famed  Tabernacle 
Choir  had  a  joyous  reunion  on 
Scottish  soil. 

Prior  to  this  meeting  the 
Scandinavian  Airlines  plane 
carrying  President  McKay's  offi- 
cial party  passed  over  the  Cunard 
liner  Saxonia,  in  mid-Atlantic, 
bound  for  Greenock,  Scotland. 

President  McKay's  plane  landed 
on  Thursday,  August  18th,  at 
Prestwich  Airport,  Glasgow.  He 
then  went  to  Greenock,  where 
he  was  on  hand  on  Friday  when 
the    liner    arrived    bearing    the 

(Continued  on  page   137.) 
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HOLD  HIGH 
THE  STANDARDS 


BY 

ELDER   OSCAR   A.   KIRKHAM 

of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy 


I  very  humbly  pray  for  the  blessings  of  the 
Lord  to  be  with  me  as  I  address  you. 

I  take  the  privilege  because  of  having  been 
twice  president  of  the  alumni  of  Brigham 
Young  University,  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  this  fine  chorus,  for  the  great  institution 
that  God  established.  It  represents  so  much 
of  our  heritage,  the  sacrifice  of  our  fathers  and 
mothers.  God  bless  the  youth  that  they  may 
treasure  this  glorious  opportunity.  Hold  high 
the  standards  of  this  Church  at  Brigham  Young 
University.  May  the  Lord  bless  you  to  grow 
in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

I  have  a  friend  far  away,  stationed  at 
Shanghai,  China,  very  much  discouraged.  He 
went  to  see  if  there  was  a  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  in  Shanghai.  He 
was  weary,  wanting  to  find  someone  with 
whom  he  might  talk  about  his  religion.  He 
went  to  the  United  States  consul.  The  consul 
sent  a  clerk  to  review  the  records.  "No,  we 
haven't  any  Mormons  here." 

"Well,  try  Latter-day  Saints."    They  did. 

"Sorry,  young  man,  we  have  no  one  affi- 
liated with  that  Church  here  in  Shanghai." 

He  went,  back  to  his  barracks.  On  the  bunk 
he  saw  a  large  package,  and  there  were  eight 
fellows  sitting  there.  Something  of  this  type 
generally  arouses  curiosity  on  the  part  of 
soldier  boys,  and  they  suspected  very  seriously 


that  probably  there  was  some  candy  or  goodies 
in  the  package,  and  they  had  come  to  enjoy  the 
festivities  with  the  young  man. 

He  took  his  time  in  opening  the  package, 
which,  of  course,  was  his  privilege.  Finally  he 
snipped  the  string  and  opened  it.  A  lovely 
white  napkin  was  unfolded,  and  in  it,  a  Book 
of  Mormon.  The  title  was  printed  in  large 
letters  on  the  outside  cover. 

The  fellows  began  to  drift  back  to  their 
bunks,  but  one  chap  sitting  near  said,  "Book 
of  Mormon."  The  young  man  quickly  turned 
to  his  friend  and  said:  "What  do  you  know 
about  it?" 

"Why,  I  am  a  Mormon.  I  can  show  you 
where  there  are  a  couple  more." 

My  friend,  when  he  first  opened  the  package 
and  saw  the  Book  of  Mormon,  grew  silent  for 
a  moment  and  then  he  said,  "Hello,  Mother." 
He  was  back  home  again.  He  knew  who  had 
sent  the  book. 

I  am  happy  to  say  to  youth  everywhere, 
prayerfully  study  the  word  of  God.  This  is 
one  of  the  greatest  opportunities  we  have,  and 
I  hope  you  will  take  the  opportunity  of  it 
now  before  that  hunger  comes  in  the  after 
years.  Do  it  now.  Make  it  a  part  of  today 
and  tomorrow  and  the  next  day.  Here  at  this 
conference  we  have  enjoyed  the  guidance  of 
the  living  oracles,  and  we  are  greatly  blessed. 
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*but  now,  also  enrich  these  words  by  being  a 
student  of  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

Another  humble  suggestion  I  would  like  to 
make  is,  live  and  enjoy  the  gospel.  Live  it, 
you  have  often  heard,  but  also  enjoy  it.  Re- 
flect it  in  your  life  to  the  man  who  lives  over 
the  fence,  works  in  the  office,  in  the  shop, 
wherever  you  may  go.  Reflect  the  joy  and  the 
happiness  of  living  it.  The  man  and  the 
woman  who  live  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
are  our  greatest  exponents.  They  are  our 
greatest  missionaries. 

I  received  a  call  not  long  ago  from  the 
general  hospital  in  Los  Angeles,  while  staying 
in  Los  Angeles  at  one  of  the  hotels.  On  the 
other  end  of  the  line  a  young  man  said: 
"Brother  Kirkham,  I  am  back  from  Korea, 
having  just  landed  in  an  airplane.  I  will  be 
operated  on  at  eight  o'clock  this  morning. 
Won't  you  come  and  be  with  me?" 

"Yes,  at  eight  o'clock  I  will  be  there." 

He  was  prepared  for  the  operating  room. 
The  doctor  said  to  the  nurse  as  they  moved 
forward,  "Take  his  pulse,  will  you  please?  I 
see  his  eyes  are  closed.  He  may  have  gone.  I 
have  been  preparing  him  quite  seriously." 

In  a  moment  the  young  man  opened  his 
eyes  and  said,  "Doctor,  I  am  not  gone.  I  was 
just  saying  a  prayer  that  God  would  guide  your 
hands,  that  you  would  operate  with  great  skill, 
and  that  I  would  be  blessed." 

For  an  hour  and  eighteen  minutes  he  was  on 
the  operating  table;  then  they  took  him  back 
to  his  room  for  rest  and  recuperation.  1  went 
down  to  meet  my  friends  coming  for  me.  The 
doctor  passed  by  the  door  of  the  waiting  room 
of  the  hospital  and  called  me  out  and  said,  "I 
know  you  were  seriously  interested  this  morn- 
ing with  what  happened,  but  to  me  this  was 
just  another  operation  at  the  hospital.  I  am 
here  nearly  every  day,  but  I  want  to  say  a 
word  to  you,  and  I  know  you  will  be  inter- 
ested. When  the  boy  opened  his  eyes  and 
said,  'No,  I  am  not  gone.  I  was  praying  for 
God  to  guide  your  hands,'  I  felt  as  I  went  to 
do  my  work  that  there  was  a  special  spirit 
that  was  upon  me.  It  was  beyond  my  ordin- 
ary skill.  The  boy  had  sent  a  message  in 
prayer,  and  the  answer  came  to  help  me.  I  am 
not  sentimental,  Mr.  Kirkham,  about  thines 
like  this,  but  I  wanted  to  tell  you  that  this 
morning  was  a  great  event  in  my  life." 


Yes,  to  live  and  enjoy  the  spirit  of  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  that  moment  when 
we  need  it  so  badly,  when  life  calls  us  to  a 
great  task  at  a  deciding  moment,  may  we  be 
prepared  by  good  living  to  speak  freely  and 
frankly  to  the  Lord  and  enjoy  his  holy  bless- 
ings. 

May  I  add  one  word  further.  Share  these 
blessings.  It  is  not  quite  complete  unless  we 
give  to  someone  that  which  God  has  graciously 
given  to  us.    Share  the  blessings. 

Just  two  days  ago,  on  the  elevator  in  our 
general  office,  I  met  a  young  man  just  home 
from  a  two-year  mission.  He  said,  "I  want 
you  to  meet  my  mother.  Mother,  this  is 
Brother  Kirkham."  Then  he  turned  to  me  and 
said,  "Mother  is  going  on  a  mission.  I  just 
came  home  and  we  have  been  working  it  out. 
Of  course,  you  know  Mother  is  a  widow.  We 
have  a  little  country  store,  but  we  have  been 
working  it  out.  Now  she  is  going,  and  we  are 
very  happy." 

Yes,  prayerfully  study  the  word  of  God. 
Live  and  enjoy  the  gospel.  Share  its  blessings, 
I  humbly  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Amen. 

CHURCH  AROUND  THE  WORLD 

(Continued  from  page  135) 

Tabernacle  Choir  and  235  other 
persons     in     the     official     tour 

party. 

On  Saturday  evening  President 
McKay  attended  the  choir's  first 
European  concert  in  Glasgow. 
He  was  also  with  the  singers  at 
a  sacred  concert  and  public 
service  Sunday  in  Edinburgh. 

SWISS  TEMPLE  DEDICA- 
TION: The  first  formal  dedica- 
tory services  will  be  held  at  10 
a.m.  on  September  11,  and  con- 
tinue at  10  a.m.  and  2  p.m.  each 
day  throughout  Thursday,  Sep- 
tember 15.  First  endowment 
session  will  be  held  on  Friday, 
September  16,  with  President 
McKay  also  in  attendance. 

President  McKay  will  preside 
at  the  dedicatory  services  on 
Sundav  morning,  give  a  few  in- 
troductory remarks,  and  as  a 
climax  of  the  session  will  speak 
and  give  the  dedicatory  prayer. 
The  d3dicatory  prayer  will  be  re- 
peated at  each  of  the  subsequent 
nine,  dedicatory  services. 
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THE  OID-TIME  RELIGION 

TAKEN  FROM  THE  EDITORIAL  PAGE  OF 
THE  CHURCH  NEWS 


"The  Old-Timers  like  the  old-time  religion." 

Most  missionaries  have  been  told  this  by 
people  whom  they  have  visited,  and  these  same 
missionaries  have  heard  with  interest  the 
strains  of  the  hymns  sung  so  often  in  sectarian 
groups  and  in  some  revival  meetings  about  the 
"old-time  religion." 

It's  the  old-time  religion 
It's  the  old-time  religion 
It's  the  old-time  religion 
And  it's  good  enough  for  me. 

One  of  the  verses  used  to  go: 

Makes  me  love  the  good  old  Bible 
Makes  me  love  the  good  old  Bible 
Makes  me  love  the  good  old  Bible 
And  it's  good  enough  for  me. 

In  an  outburst  of  fervour  this  song  has  been 
sung  by  a  good  many  people,  who,  among 
themselves,  never  did  agree  on  "the  old-time 
religion,"  not  knowing  for  sure  what  it  was. 
But  the  song  was  uplifting  to  them,  gave  them 
reassurance,  and  was  "good  enough"  for  them. 

Just  because  a  religion  is  old,  or  just  be- 
cause it  was  handed  down  from  former  genera- 
tions, neither  makes  it  right  nor  good.  The 
song  goes  on: 

It  was  good  enough  for  father 
It  was  good  enough  for  father 
It  was  good  enough  for  father 
And  it's  good  enough  for  me. 

Think  of  the  horse  and  buggy  days.  They 
were  good  enough  for  father.  Are  they  good 
enough  for  us?  Think  too  of  the  Indian  smoke 
signals,  flag  signals,  runners  and  even  the  pony 
express.  These  methods  of  communication, 
"good  enough  for  father,"  would  hardly  do  for 
us  todav.  Then  will  the  "old-time"  religion 
do? 

But,  some-  say,  you  can't  compare  things  like 
that,  because  God  is  the  same  yesterday,  to- 


day and  forever,  and  his  religion  is  the  same, 
never  changing.  Therefore,  they  say,  "It  was 
good  enough  for  father,  and  it's  good  enough 
for  me." 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know,  however, 
which  of  the  old-time  religions  father  had. 
There  were  many  of  them,  just  like  there  are 
many  today.  Father  may  have  belonged  to 
any  of  the  Christian  denominations.  Or  he 
may  not  have  been  a  Christian  at  all.  Maybe 
"the  good  old  Bible"  taught  him  to  believe  as 
the  Jews. 

The  "old-time  religion."    What  is  it? 

There  is  only  one  genuine  "old-time"  re- 
ligion. That  is  the  "old-time"  religion  which 
was  revealed  to  Adam  and  Eve,  to  Seth  and 
Enos,  to  Enoch  and  Noah,  to  Abraham,  Isaac 
and  Jacob,  to  Isaiah,  Ezekiel,  David  and  Solo- 
mon, Moses  and  Aaron,  and  John  the  Baptist, 
and  then  by  Jesus  Christ  himself. 

This  religion  is  the  real  old-time  one.  Ex- 
cept for  the  introduction  of  the  law  of  Moses, 
this  "old-time"  religion  never  varied,  because 
the  plan  of  salvation  was  the  same,  always  has 
been,  always  will  be.  God  himself  is  unchange- 
able. His  blessings  come  to  people  in  various 
ages  to  suit  their  varied  needs,  but  the  tvDe  of 
faith  by  which  these  blessings  come  is  the 
same.  As  it  was  anciently,  so  it  is  today:  "Thy 
faith  hath  made  thee  whole." 

Where  is  that  genuine  "old-time  religion"  to- 
day? Is  it  on  the  earth?  Changeable  man  has 
altered  religious  doctrines  and  practices  over 
the  years.  These  various  and  changed  faiths 
cannot  be  the  real  old-time  religion,  for  they 
are  departures  from  it.  Where  then  can  we 
go? 

So  many  changes  occurred  over  the  ages 
that  the  old-time  religion  as  at  first  given  ceased 
to  exist  among  men.  But  it  was  restored  to 
earth  again  in  these  the  last  days.  It  is  the  real 
"old-time  religion."    It  is  "Mormonism." 
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MY  PRAYER  ANSWERED 


by  NOREEN  KROESEN 


It  was  in  August,  1954,  that  Elders  Earl 
Hutchins  and  Glen  Osborne  knocked  at  my 
door,  and  that  was  the  first  1  heard  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
I  smile  still  when  I  recall  that  first  meeting, 
for  after  they  delivered  the  Godhead  lesson 
I  asked  them,  because  they  were  Americans, 
if  they  knew  anything  about  the  Mormons. 
They  just  smiled  and  Elder  Hutchins  said. 
"We  are  Mormons."  All  I  could  do  was  to 
stare  in  surprise  and  say  "Oh!"  Elder  Hut- 
chins said,  "I  expect  there's  something  you 
connect  with  Mormons?"     I  said,  "Why,  yes. 


Noreen  Kroesen 

that  you  have  many  wives."    That,  then,  was 
all  I  knew  of  the  Latter-day  Saints. 

I  must  confess  that  at  this  time  I  hadn't 
much  faith  in  God;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
preferred  not  to  believe  that  there  was  any 
such  Being,  but  I  know  now  that  deep  down 
I  did  believe.  I  was  searching  for  something 
and  was  always  interested  in  learning  the 
doctrines  of  the  various  churches,  but  in  them 
I  only  found  confusion  and  unexplained  mys- 
teries, and  because  of  these  many  conflicting 
ddctrines  I  felt  that  there  could  not  be  a  God. 


When  I  read  the  Joseph  Smith  Story,  I  felt 
that  it  was  just  another  fairy  tale.  The  elders 
had  been  meeting  with  me  for  a  few  weeks, 
and  after  they  had  given  me  the  lesson  on 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  I  asked  them  where 
the  gold  plates  were,  and  on  being  told  that 
the  Angel  Moroni  had  taken  them,  I  scoffed 
inwardly.  I  continued  in  this  frame  of  mind 
until  I  began  really  to  think  deeply  about  the 
things  the  missionaries  had  revealed  to  me. 

It  was  the  missionaries  themselves  who 
greatly  impressed  me,  because  they  were  such 
fine  young  men  and  the  fact  that  they  sacrificed 
all  to  toil  in  the  mission  field  for  two  years 
at  their  own  expense  and  that  they  were  un- 
schooled in  theology  and  could  explain  things 
that  the  ministers  of  the  day  said  were  mys- 
teries, set  me  to  think  more  deeply.  Then  on 
studying  the  tract  of  the  "Word  of  Wisdom," 
I  was  greatly  impressed  by  the  high  moral 
code  and  rate  of  health  among  the  Latter- 
day  Saints.  This  one  tract,  more  than  any 
other,  made  me  want  to  learn  more  about 
these  wonderful  people,  and  as  I  studied  fur- 
ther and  learnt  of  the  great  achievements, 
educational  system  and  organizations  of  the 
Church  and  of  the  great  trek  to  the  Salt  Lake 
Valley  and  how  the  desert  blossomed  as  a 
rose,  I  was  filled  with  joy,  for  here  were 
wonderful  fruits,  and  the  Saviour  said,  "By 
their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them."  By  this  time 
I  was  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon  and 
earnestly  asking  the  Father  to  reveal  to  me 
whether  it  was  one  with  the  Bible.  Then  one 
afternoon  after  I  had  finished  praying,  a  feel- 
ing overcame  me  which  I  cannot  in  words 
explain.  All  I  could  do  was  weep,  and  get- 
ting up  from  my  knees  I  beheld  my  Bible 
and  my  Book  of  Mormon  lying  side  by  side 
on  the  stool,  and  suddenly  I  knew  that  they 
were  one,  and  still  weeping  I  joyfully  thanked 
my  Heavenly  Father  for  this  wonderful 
blessing. 

(Continued  on  page  142.) 
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AIL  PRESENT  AND  ACCOUNTED  FOR 

By  Elder  Richard  L  Evans 


It  is  a  wonderful,  comforting,  reassuring  feel- 
ing when  parents,  mentally,  can  call  the  roll, 
and  find  all  the  family  in — safe    and    secure. 
When  families  are  young  in  years,  it  is  com- 
paratively easy  to  feel  assured  that  they  are 
somewhat  safe,  or  at  least  to  be  assured  that 
they  are  all  in.     But  when  they  grow  older, 
and  their  interests  and  activities  widen,  and 
they  become  more    independent,    the    waiting 
hours  of  night  are  often  long,  as  they  come 
home,  one  by  one.    Sometimes  children,  young 
and  old,  wonder  why  parents  worry  so  much 
and  are  so  concerned  about  their  unaccounted 
absences.    But  both  caution  and  concern  come 
with    experience    and   responsibility — and   not 
without  reason.     There  are  so  many  hazards, 
so  many  things  that  could  have  happened,  and 
parents  cannot,  or  should  not  escape  an  acute 
sense  of  concern  for  all  who  are  not  present 
or  accounted  for.    Children  should  and  must 
expect  to   keep   parents    informed     of    their 
absences  and  activities.    It  isn't  good  for  any- 
one of  any  age  to  be  unaccounted  for.  Other- 
wise an  unexplained  absence  or  illness  could 
go  unknown  and  detected  for  far  too  long  a 
time.     Apart  from  love,  apart  from  parental 
responsibility,  it  is  simply  a  matter  of  good 
sense  and  safety  for  someone  who  has  an  in- 
terest in  us  to  know  always  and  at  all  hours, 
where  we  are,  with  whom  we  are,  where  we 
can  be  reached,  and  when  we  are  expected  to 
arrive.    Less  accountability  than  this,  less  re- 
sponsibility, is  much  to  loose.     And  in  these 
matters,  youth  should  not  and  must  not  think 
that  parents  are  prying.    It's  just  that  they  need 
to  know,  for  theirs  is  an  inescapable  obligation 


Richard  L.  Evans 


which  they  cannot  set  aside  if  they  would  and 
should  not  if  they  could.  This  sure  sense  of 
responsibility  is  suggested  in  the  Saviour's 
parable  of  the  shepherd  and  the  sheep:  "What 
man  of  you,  having  an  hundred  sheep,  if  he 
lose  one  of  them,  doth  not  leave  the  ninety  and 
nine  .  .  .  and  go  after  that  which  is  lost,  until 
he  find  it?  And  when  he  hath  found  it,  he 
layeth  it  on  his  shoulders,  rejoicing.  And 
when  he  cometh  home,  he  calleth  together  his 
friends  and  neighbours,  saying  unto  them, 
Rejoice  with  me;  for  I  have  found  my  sheep 
which  was  lost."  (Luke  15:4 — 6.)  It  is  a  blessed 
thing,  in  the  hours  of  the  night,  and  at  all  other 
hours  also,  to  have  the  sweet  assurance  that  all 
are  "present  or  accounted  for,"  and  we  owe 
it,  all  of  us,  to  all  of  us,  to  see  that  it  is  so. 


NEW  BRANCH  ORGANIZED 


On  August  14,  1955,  a  branch  was  organized 
at  Pietermaritzburg,  in  the  Natal  District. 
Elder  Therald  P.  Quayle  was  appointed  branch 
president,  and  Elder  Clyde  Allan  Miller  was 
appointed  to  be  branch  clerk.  The  branch 
was  organized  under  the  direction  of  President 
Leroy  H.  Duncan,  the  meeting  being  held  in 
the  Y.M.C.A.  Building. 

In  the  Sunday  School,  Brother  Ronald  M. 
Morrissey  was  sustained  as  superintendent  and 
Brother  Herbert  R.  Mitchell  as  .first  assistant. 


with  Sister  Elsie  Neilson  as  secretary. 

This  was  the  first  branch  to  be  organized  in 
Pietermaritzburg,  making  a  total  of  two 
branches  in  the  Natal  District,  Durban  being 
the  other  one.  They  now  have  a  membership 
of  thirteen  and  are  holding  their  meetings  in 
the  Y.M.C.A.  Building. 

May  the  Pietermaritzburg  Branch  grow  in 
spirit  and  in  numbers,  ensuring  its  members, 
through  obedience  to  the  principles  of  the 
gospel,  many  rich  blessings. 
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Let  Me  Think! 

by  Elder  Gary  D.  Forbush 


When  one  finds  that  his  pen  is  not  on  his 
desk  where  he  thought  he  left  it,  there  are 
two  ways  in  which  he  may  go  about  locating 
it.  The  common  thing  to  do  is  to  ransack 
the  drawers,  look  all  over  the  house,  accuse 
everyone  else  of  taking  it,  and  then  finally 
when  he  has  a  headache  and  is  angry  with 
the  whole  world,  he  sits  down  and  utters 
those  three  little  words,  "Let  me  think." 
Strange  as  it  may  seem  he  recalls  where  he 
had  it  last,  and  he  also  recalls  to  his  mind 
the  toil  and  time  he  could  have  saved  if  he 
had  started  the  whole  procedure  with  —  "Let 
me  think."  This  is  an  important  phrase  too 
often  neglected  in  the  busy  world  of  today, 
especially  when  society  is  so  dependent  upon 
clear  thinkers.  Because  of  new  inventions  and 
the  fast  way  of  life  which  prevails,  the  good 
old-fashioned  thinking  has  been  replaced  by 
immediate  actions,  sorely  in  need  of  provi- 
dence, resulting  in  a  serious  loss  of  time  and 
energy.  The  sad  result  of  such  actions  is 
evident,  making  the  world  at  large  concerned 
about  increasing  the  amount  and  efficiency  of 
thinking  necessary  in  order  to  solve  problems 
and  to  discover  a  new  and  more  adequate 
mode  of  life. 

As  we  count  our  many  blessings,  do  we 
think  about  the  wonderful  privilege  we  have 
of  thinking,  and  even  then  do  we  appreciate 
it  and  take  full  advantage  of  it.  The  Church, 
knowing  that  there  is  more  power  behind  the 
principle  of  thought  than  one  realizes,  has 
always  encouraged  the  saints  to  pray  and  then 
meditate  upon  all  of  their  undertakings. 
Joseph  Smith  said,  "The  things  of  God  are 
of  deep  import,  and  time  and  experience  and 
careful  and  ponderous  and  solemn  thoughts 
can  only  find  them  out."  As  we  stand  at  the 
many  crossroads  in  life  where  we  have  to 
make  many  decisions,  when  the  spirit  says 
one  thing  and  the  outside  influence  says  an- 
other, when  sometimes  we  at  first  have  no 
idea  as  to  where  to  turn,  we  have  the  assur- 
ance that  if  we,  in  humility,  seek  help  from 
our  Father  in  Heaven  we  will  be  guided  into 
all  truth.  Every  person  on  the  earth  has  been 
given   the   Spirit   of   Jesus   Christ,   "and   the 


Spirit  enlighteneth  every  man  through  the 
world,  .that  hearkeneth  to  the  voice  of  the 
Spirit.  And  everyone  that  hearkeneth  to  the 
voice  of  the  Spirit  cometh  unto  God  even  the 
Father."  D.C.  84 :  46-47.  Moroni  tell  us: 
"For  behold,  the  Spirit  of  Christ  is  given  to 
everyman  that  he  may  know  good  from  evil; 
wherefore,  I  show  unto  you  the  way  to  judge; 
for  everything  which  inviteth  to  do  good,  and 
to  persuade  to  believe  in  Christ,  is  sent  forth 
by  the  power  and  gift  of  Christ;  wherefore 
ye  may  know  with  a  perfect  knowledge  it  is 
of  God."  Moroni  7  :  16,  18.  Moroni  also  tells 
us  that  by  another  power,  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  we  may  know  the  truth  of  all 
things  and  further;  after  we  have  proved  our- 
selves faithful  and  are  baptized,  hands  are 
laid  upon  our  heads  for  the  Gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  by  which  power,  we  through  our  dili- 
gence, will  be  guided  into  all  truth.  Can  we 
realize  the  accomplishments  and  power  that 
can  come  to  a  pereson  who  allows  himself 
to  be  acted  upon  by  these  divine  powers. 
What  a  blessing  it  is  for  us  to  be  able  to  give 
our  thoughts  freedom,  putting  them  beyond 
the  commotion  of  the  world  into  realms  be- 
yond, discuss  them  with  our  Father  in 
Heaven  and  then  bring  them  back  to  earth, 
able  to  apply  the  answer  with  unfailing  results. 
Can  we  picture  what  the  world  would  be 
like  today  if  everyone  in  past  generations  had 
humbled  themselves  enough  to  seek  divine 
guidance  even  in  small  matters,  let  alone 
important  ones,  plus  having  had  faith  in  the 
most  important  part  of  such  a  procedure, 
that  of  receiving  an  answer.  What  would 
someone  think  if  you  went  up  to  them,  asked 
them  their  professional  advice  on  a  certain 
matter  and  then  immediately  walked  away 
before  they  had  a  chance  to  say  a  word.  In 
such  an  instance  most  of  us  would  wait  until 
the  query  had  been  answered  to  our  satisfac- 
tion; however,  many  pray  for  guidance,  and 
then  without  any  thought  of  receiving  an 
answer,  immediately  proceed  to  solve  their 
problem  by  the  trial  and  error  method.  Time 
taken  out  of  the  day's  activity  for  receiving 
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Transfers 


Name 

From 

To 

Date 

Elder  Henry  S.  Todd 

West  Rand 

Pretoria 

August  2,  1955 

Elder  John  R.  Kennard 

Cape 

Natal 

August  8,  1955 

Elder  Ernest  D.  Hubbard 

Natal 

Cape 

August  24,  1955 

Elder  Ronald  P.  Duncan 

Cape 

Port  Elizabeth 

August  25,  1955 

Elder  Ferrell  Z.  Kump 

Port  Elizabeth 

East  Rand 

August  27,  1955 

MY   PRAYER  ANSWERED 

(Continued  from  page  139) 

It  was  at  this  time  that  I  persuaded  my 
husband  and  brother  to  meet  with  the  mis- 
sionaries. Elder  Gene  Welling  and  Elder 
Norris  Jackson  were  then  assigned  to  our 
area.  As  these  two  wonderful  young  men 
unfolded  the  doctrine  and  history  of  the 
Church,  so  my  testimony  began  to  grow.  I 
marvelled  at  the  perfection  laid  down  before 
us.  For  the  first  time  in  my  life  all  things 
were  made  clear.  There  was  not  a  flaw 
anywhere,  every  minute  detail  was  attended 
to. 

No  more  were  three  spiritual  gods  in  one 
and  one  god  in  three,  but  a  separate  vital 
living  God  in  whose  image  we  were  made. 
No  more  was  there  just  a  heaven  where  the 
righteous  would  go  and  a  hell  where  the 
wicked  would  eternally  burn,  but  three  different 
degrees  of  glory  where  each  man  would 
receive  according  to  his  works.  The  plan  of 
Salvation  was  the  most  wonderful  thing  I  had 
ever  heard.  No  more  were  those  who  had 
died  without  baptism  going  to  suffer  eternal 
punishment,  but  this  ordinance  was  being  done 
vicariously  here  on  the  earth  for  them. 

It  was  a  joy  upon  joy  to  learn  of  these  great 
truths.  Now  there  was  a  purpose  in  life:  a 
goal  to  strive  for.     Here  was  life  Eternal! 

It  was  on  a  beautiful  day  in  March  of  this 
year  that  my  husband  and  I  e  ntered  the  waters 
of  baptism.  This  was  the  most  beautiful  ex- 
perience of  my  entire  life,  and  I  know  that 
it  will  remain  so.  " 


Elder  Therald  P.  Quayle  was  appointed 
Branch  President  of  the  Pietermaritzburg 
Branch  on  August  14,  1955. 

EMIGRATIONS 

Eileen  S.  Hertog  and  her  son  Ronnie  sailed 
from  East  London  to  Holland,  via  Cape  Town, 
aboard  the  Oranjenfontein,  on  August  7,  1955. 

LET  ME  THINK 

(Continued  from  page  141.) 

answers  to  our  prayers  is  not  wasted.  Just 
as  we  have  obtained  rewards  from  living  the 
word  of  wisdom,  paying  our  tithing  and  obey- 
ing the  counsel  of  our  parents,  we  will  receive 
like  blessings  from  preparing  ourselves  to  be 
susceptible  to  the  promptings  of  the  divine 
powers.  Not  only  will  these  blessings  be  ours 
but  we  will  be  able  to  always  have  a  realiza- 
tion of  how  fortunate  we  really  are  and  come 
to  sincerely  appreciate  the  goodness  our  Father 
in  Heaven  shows  towards  us.  Our  friends 
have  good  points;  think  about  them  and  then 
do  something  about  it.  At  the  end  of  the  day 
think  about  what  accomplishments  have  been 
made;  recall  the  mistakes  made  and  then  think 
about  ways  to  improve.  Think  deeply  and 
sincerely  how  you  can  apply  the  Sunday 
School  lesson  or  the  talk  that  evening  to  your 
life,  and  then  write  your  thoughts  down;  they 
are  important  Imagine  the  amount  of 
precious  time  and  energy  that  could  be  saved 
and  how  much  success  and  happiness  would 
be  ours  if  we  would  approach  all  our  problems 
by  opening  the  door  to  heaven  with  — -  "Let 
me  think." 


Soptember.  1955. 
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KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Branch    President:    Deryck   V.    Vice, 
82  Von  Brandis  Street,  Krugersdorp. 

Reported  by  Yvonne  Cloete. 

Worth  mentioning  is  the  news  that  Brother 
Ken  Powrie  has  returned  from  his  overseas 
trip.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  the  branch 
missed  him,  we  are  nevertheless  so  proud  of 
his  achievements,  and  wish  him  all  the  luck 
he  deserves  for  the  future. 

Most  of  our  members  have  been  on  vaca- 
tion during  the  past  month.  Sisters  Alma 
Schroder  and  Norma  Sawyer  spent  a  most 
enjoyable  two  weeks  at  one  of  the  local 
holiday  resorts.  Further,  a  pleasant  week-end 
in  the  Kruger  Game  Reserve  was  spent  by 
quite  a  paity  of  members  and  elders  —  in- 
cluding Elder  Thacker. 

After  quite  a  lull  in  our  branch  activities, 
the  position  is  again  reverting  to  normal.  The 
local  Primary  is  now  held  in  the  home  of 
Sister  Vice,  and  the  attendance  proves  most 
satisfactory. 

To  commemorate  Pioneer's  Day,  a  social 
was  arranged  by  Brother  and  Sister  Vice.  As 
usual  everyone  present  had  plenty  to  eat,  and 
an  enjoyable  time  was  spent. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  our  District 
Presidency  with  us  at  our  Branch  Conference. 
Their  sustaining  influence  and  faith-inspiring 
talks  always  have  the  desired  effect  on  the 
morale  of  the  members. 

The  members  sincerely  welcome  Brother 
and  Sister  Greer  from  Welkom,  and  we  trust 
that  they  will  be  very  happy  in  Krugersdorp. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Wilfred  S.  Wrench, 
31,  18th  Street,  Parkhurst,  Johannesburg. 

Reported   by  Noreen   Kroesen. 

The  members  of  the  branch  have  been  sec- 
tioned off  into  groups  in  order  to  raise  funds 
for  the  new  chapel.  So  far  cake  and  fudge 
sales  have  been  held  as  well  as  door-to-door 
selling  of  bricks. 

A  social  in  the  form  of  a  tickey  evening 
was  held  on  the  5th  of  August,  and  despite 
the  very  small  attendance,  a  nice  little  sum 
was  raised  for  the  building  fund. 

On  the  29th  July  a  highly  successful  musical 
show  under  the  direction' of  Brother  Norman 
Muir  and  Sister  Birdie  Mathews  was  held  at 
Ramah  in  aid  of  Genealogical  funds,  and  on 


Friday  the  12th  August  the  Saints  enjoyed  an 
evening  of  square  dancing. 

Brother  Abbot  from  Durban  Branch  spent 
a  short  holiday  in  Johannesburg,  and  we  were 
very  happy  to  welcome  him  when  he  attended 
the  Sunday  School  services.  Brother  Abbot, 
who  is  an  Australian,  will  shortly  be  returning 
to  his  native  country. 

The  24th  July  was  truly  a  wonderful  day 
for  16  good  people  entered  the  waters  of  bap- 
tism. Those  belonging  to  the  Ramah  Branch 
are  Brother  Christian  and  Sister  Patricia  Kasse- 
baum  and  Sister  Maureen  Greene  and  the 
daughter  of  our  branch  president,  little  Pamela 
Wrench.  We  give  a  hearty  welcome  to  these 
five  people  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will  bless 
and  guide  them  at  all  times. 

The  evening  service  on  the  7th  was  given 
by  the  M.I.A.,  the  theme  being  "The  Power 
of  Prayer." 

Those  away  on  holiday  are  Sister  Birdie 
Mathews  and  Nola  and  Brother  and  Sister 
Taylor  and  family. 

Sister  Gerda  Kotze  has  been  ill,  but  we  are 
happy  to  report  that  she  has  now  fully  re- 
covered. Brother  Tex  Smith  has  been  taken 
ill  again,  and  we  pray  that  he  will  soon  be 
restored  back  to  health  and  strength.  We 
extend  a  very  warm  welcome  to  Elder  Furga- 
son  and  hope  he  will  enjoy  his  stay  here. 

Hearty  congratulations  to  Jill  Gow  and 
Don  Ninow,  who  announced  their  engagement 
on  the  30th  July. 

Congratulations  to  Brothers  John  Wagener, 
Christian  Louw,  Don  Ninow  and  Jerhandas 
Kotze,  who  on  the  17th  July  were  ordained 
Elders,  and  to  Gordon  Ross  Dell,  who  was 
ordained  a  deacon. 

To  Sister  C.  Louw  of  Bezuidenhout  Valley 
we  extend  our  sincere  condolences  on  the  pass- 
ing away  of  her  sister. 

PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 

Branch   President:   Therald   P.   Quayle, 
Box  29,  Y.M.C.A.,  Pietermaritzburg. 

Reported   by  Joyce   Morrissey. 

We  wish  to  report  that  Elden  Galen  Jensen 
is  well  on  the  way  to  recovery,  and  we  would 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
saints  throughout  the  mission  for  their  prayers 
on  his  behalf. 

Our  monthly  social  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Brother   and   Mrs.   Mitchell:   it' was   a   great 
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success.  We  enjoyed  the  games  organized  by 
Elders  Quayle  and  Stokes. 

We  are  sorry  to  lose  Elder  Stokes,  who 
has  only  been  with  us  a  short  time:  he  will 
be  going  to  Durban  to  labour,  and  we  pray 
that  he  will  be  happy  in  his  new  field.  And 
we  take  this  opportunity  of  welcoming  Elder 
Miller  to  Pietermaritzburg.  and  we  hope  that 
he  will  be  happy  here. 

At  this  time  we  take  the  opportunity  of 
offering  our  congratulations  to  Brother  Hiram 
and  Sister  Jean  McLellin  on  the  occasion  of 
their  marriage,  and  we  wish  them  every  happi- 
ness and  God's  blessings. 

We  congratulate  Brother  Andries  Naude  on 
his  entry  into  the  Church,  and  we  are  sure  he 
will  be  a  faithful  servant. 

On  the  14th  August  we  were  very  fortunate 
in  having  President  Duncan,  accompanied  by 
Elder  Elliott,  preside  at  a  special  meeting  held 
here,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  organize 
a  branch  here  in  Pietermaritzburg. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Clarence  Doller, 
63  Heugh  Road,  Walmer,  P.E. 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh. 

We  welcome  President  Duncan  and  Elder 
Hubbard  to  Port  Elizabeth.  This  month  we 
have  had  some  good  news.  President  Duncan 
told  us  at  our  Sunday  evening  service  that 
the  builders  are  to  start  our  chapel. 

The  Building  Fund  held  a  curry  and  rice 
supper  recently  and  everybody  enjoyed  them- 
selves. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Sidney  Trollip 
on  attaining  his  priesthood  award. 

DURBAN    BRANCH 

Branch    President:    J.    Melverton   Jakins, 

1  Kiltrea,  21  Atherstone  Place,  Woodlands, 

Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Whalburn. 

What  a  joy  it  was  for  us  to  have  President 
Duncan  with  us  for  a  brief  period  this  month. 
His  visit  was  doubly  welcomed  in  that  during 
it  final  arrangements  for  the  building  of  our 
chapel  were  signed  and  sealed.  It  was  with 
joyous  humility  that  we  are  able  to  announce 
that  building  will  begin  almost  at  once,  and 
the  Ground  Breaking  Ceremony  will  take 
place  on  the  3rd  of  September. 

The  Transvaalers  are  forever  running  down 
dear  old  Durban,  yet  somehow  they  can't 
stay  away  from  it,  judging  by  the  constant 
flow  of  Ramah  members  who  visit  us.  During 
this  past  month  there  were  Sister  Ferreira  and 
her   daughter,   also   Brother   Ivan    Muir   and 


Brother  Chris  Louw.  Brother  Edwin  Jakins 
of  the  Bellvillc  Branch  paid  us  his  annual 
visit,  too.  This  is  an  occasion  to  which  we 
all  look  forward.  A  very  interesting  visitor 
to  our  Branch  was  Brother  Ray  Phillips, 
American  Vice-Consul  of  Australia. 

The  words  of  the  song,  "Oh  How  Lovely 
Was  the  Morning,"  were  never  more  true 
than  on  Sunday,  August  14,  1955,  when 
Brother  and  Sister  Wilson,  their  two  elder 
sons  Graham  and  Malcolm,  and  Brother  Andre 
Naude  were  baptized.  Donald  and  Nigel 
Wilson  were  blessed  later  on  the  same  day. 

On  the  13th  August,  Sister  Jean  Marchand 
and  Brother  Hiram  McLellan  were  married 
by  President  Duncan  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Randall  in  Woodlands.  To  Brother 
and  Sister  McLellan  we  extend  our  warmest 
wishes  for  a  long  and  happy  life  together. 

Our  branch  presidency  has  been  reorganized, 
and  we  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  thanking  Elder  Elliott  and  Brother  Mor- 
rison for  the  unselfish  service  they  rendered 
us  all  during  their  term  of  office.  Our  new 
branch  president  is  Brother  J.  M.  Jakins,  with 
Brother  Walter  Randall  as  first  counsellor  and 
Brother  Hyram  McLellan  as  second  counsel- 
lor. Brother  Alton  Doller  has  been  selected 
as  branch  clerk.  May  the  Lord  bless  these 
brethren  in  their  callings,  always,  is  our 
humble  prayer. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Branch   President:   Nicholas  J.   Goosen. 
57  Van  Niekerk  Street,  Bellville. 

Reported  by  Mary  Dean. 

On  July  24th  all  the  saints  met  at  Cumorah 
for  District  Conference.  Conference  always 
gives  the  saints  a  chance  of  meeting  and 
talking  to  old  friends.  The  talks  given  that 
day  were  most  inspiring  and  one  came  to 
learn  even  more  what  a  great  prophet  Joseph 
Smith  was. 

Relief  Society  meetings  began  after  a  recess 
of  about  six  weeks.  The  sisters  are  all  very 
busy  at  the  moment  in  preparing  for  the 
bazaar  which  is  to  be  held  in  October. 

We  were  pleased  to  make  friends  with  Elder 
Hamilton,  who  arrived  recently  from  Canada. 
We  hope  that  he  will  enjoy  working  in  the 
Cape  District  with  Elder  Bean.  We  express 
our  thanks  and  gratitude  to  Elder  R.  Duncan 
for  all  the  hard  work  he  did  in  Bellville. 

On  August  21st  Brother  and  Sister  Piercy 
and  their  two  eldest  children,  Yvonne  and 
Kenneth,  were  baptized  at  Cumorah.  We  are 
pleased  to  welcome  this  family  into  our  midst 
and  pray  the  Lord'  blessing  and  guidance  to 
be  with  them  always. 
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0  It  was  a  surprise  to  us  all  when  we  heard 
the  good  news  that  Sister  Jean  Marchand  was 
married  to  Brother  Hiram  McLellan.  We 
extend  our  good  wishes  to  them  both. 

We  unite  in  offering  our  sincerest  sympathy 
to  Sister  Jakins  in  her  recent  loss  of  her 
mother,  who  passed  away  suddenly. 

BENON1  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Elder  Glen   S.   Osborne, 
131  Ampthill  Avenue,  Benoni. 

Reported  by  Mary  Millan  Stark. 

Again  we  have  had  a  change  in  Branch 
Officers  through  the  transfer  of  Elder  Robert 
Taylor  to  Brakpan.  Elder  Kent  Taylor  has 
succeeded  him  as  Branch  Clerk,  Sunday 
School  teacher,  Primary  teacher,  and  we  wel- 
come him  heartily  while  expressing  regret  at 
losing  his  energetic   predecessor. 

As  the  newest  branch  in  the  Transvaal  we 
are  especially  happy  to  welcome  new  members 
and  extend  the  hand  of  fellowship  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Edward  Turner  and  son  Harold, 
who  entered  the  waters  of  baptism.  The 
branch  will  be  strengthened  by  the  addition 
of  these  stalwarts. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  Sister  Edie 
Muir  speak  at  a  fireside  on  genealogical  work 
when  she  answered  questions  and  illustrated 
how  the  Book  of  Remembrance  should  be 
kept.  Brother  Norman  Muir  addressed  the 
sacrament  meeting  on  work  for  the  dead. 
They  were  accompanied  by  Brother  and  Sister 
Sharp,  and  as  our  members  are  still  few  we 
welcomed  these  active  visitors. 

As  great  believers  in  sociability  the  branch 
held  a  party  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Charlton  this  month  when  members  and 
investigators  from  Brakpan  also  attended.  The 
elders  present  showed  some  films  and  slides 
which  were  thoroughly  appreciated. 

This  branch  has  been  strengthened  further 
by  having  Brother  Adendorff  and  his  son 
Albert  ordained  Deacons  in  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood,  and  we  know  that  this  fine  family 
will  grow  in  spirituality  through  having  the 
priesthood  in  their  home,  and  as  Sunday  School 
superintendent  and  counsellor  respectively  they 
are  taking  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord  in  Benoni. 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Branch  President:    Alfred  J.   Corrigan, 
10,  Bamburgh  Road,  Stirling,  East  London. 

Reported  by  Mona  McCallum. 

Brother  and  Sister  H.  M.  Jubber  celebrated 
their  seventh  wedding  anniversary  on  the  31st 


July,  and  members  of  the  branch  extend  to 
them  sincere  wishes  for  a  long  lifetime. 

A  Talent  Night  was  organized  by  Elder 
Christensen,  sponsored  by  Mutual,  and  every- 
one entered  into  the  spirit  of  fun.  The  pro- 
gramme was  most  varied  and  hilarious  at 
times. 

We  were  all  happy  to  have  Sister  Tougey 
with  us  again,  as  she  has  been  discharged 
from  the  hospital.  It  was  lovely  to  welcome 
Sister  Matthews  from  Cape  Town,  and  also 
we  are  pleased  to  extend  a  welcome  to  Sister 
Lettie  Brummer,  who  is  visiting  here  from 
Pretoria. 

Sisters  J.  McGill  and  E.  Jubber  arranged 
a  farewell  party  for  Sister  Peggy  Hertog  in 
the  McGill  home.  Sister  Hertog  and  her  son 
Ronnie  spent  a  year  with  us,  and  we  were 
sorry  to  wave  them  goodbye  as  they  sailed 
for  Holland  to  rejoin  Mr.  Hertog. 

The  first  Sunday  this  month  was  in  charge 
of  Primary.  Sister  Corrigan  arranged  a  beau- 
tiful programme,  and  the  Primary  children 
took  their  parts  very  well. 

The  monthly  fireside  was  held  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Human,  and  an  informal 
chat  and  slides  were  shown  by  Miss  Ingrid 
Burgdoff,  who  had  recently  spent  two  and  a 
half  years  touring  Europe. 

It  was  with  pleasure  we  greeted  President 
Duncan  and  Elder  Hubbard,  who  visited  us 
for  a  few  days  and  attended  our  meeting  on 
Sunday  morning.  It  was  during  this  visit 
that  he  announced  the  time  had  come  to 
release  the  elders  from  their  duties  as  branch 
president  and  clerk,  and  appoint  local  mem- 
bers to  these  offices.  He  accordingly  an- 
nounced Brother  A.  J.  Corrigan  as  branch 
president,  with  Brothers  H.  M.  Jubber,  C.  E. 
Krull  and  C.  G.  Human  as  1st  and  2nd 
counsellors  and  branch  clerk  respectively. 
Brother  Darke  has  been  appointed  Sunday 
School  superintendent,  with  Brothers  T.  H. 
Marriott  and  W.  Kemp  as  1st  and  2nd  coun- 
sellor and  Sister  R.  McGill  as  secretary. 

It  is  only  fitting  that  we  should  take  this 
opportunity  of  extending  to  Elder  Faux  our 
past  branch  president,  and  Elder  R.  L.  Chris- 
tensen, our  branch  clerk,  and  to  Brother  Cor- 
rigan and  Sister  McCallum,  who  have  been 
released  from  the  Sunday  School  superinten- 
dency,  our  heartfelt  thanks  for  their  untiring 
efforts  and  devotion  to  duty. 

A  get  together  social  was  arranged  in  the 
home  of  Brother  Melvin  Jubber  in  honour 
of  President  Duncan's  visit.  President  showed 
us  some  slides  taken  in  Salt  Lake  City  of  the 
flowers  and  gardens  there. 
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MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Breach    President:    Alwin    Hubert, 
129  Beach  Drive.  Mouillc  Point,  Cape. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith. 

A  very  busy  month  began  with  the  re- 
opening social  by  the  Relief  Society,  and  the 
Saturday  following  the  branch  had  a  carnival. 
The  Relief  Society  social  proved  to  be  enjoyed 
by  all  who  attended.  During  the  evening  a 
film  was  shown  and  a  barbecue  supper  was 
served.  We  have  to  thank.  Sister  Hubert  and 
her  helpers,  who  made  this  event  such  an 
enjoyable  one.  The  carnival  promised  twelve 
hours  of  fun,  and  that  is  just  what  we  got. 
There  were  booths  where,  cakes,  sweets  and 
other  produce  were  offered  for  sale,  there 
were  booths  of  entertainment,  and  both 
members  and  friends  enjoyed  the  excellent 
lunch.  Shows  of  cinema,  quiz  and  puppet 
play  were  put  on  in  the  Relief  Society  hall. 
This  was  truly  a  happy  affair,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  report  that  an  amount  of  £68  was 
raised. 

Goodbyes  are  always  rather  sad,  and  we 
regret  that  Sister  Theo  Matthews  has  departed 
for  East  London.  It  is  hard  saying  farewell 
to  those  we  love,  and  Sister  Theo  takes  a  big 
share  of  the  heart  of  "Cumorah"  with  her. 

Among  those  who  have  been  on  the  sick 
list  for  some  time  past  are  Sisters  Neale,  Maria 
Butt  and  Tessia  Vandoros.  Others  who  have 
been  ill  this  month  are  Sister  Agnes  Hubert, 
who  had  a  severe  dose  of  influenza,  little  Ian 
Macfarlane,  who  has  been  suffering  from  ton- 
silitis,  and  Brother  Don  Park,  who  was 
operated  on  for  appendicitis.  We  are  pleased 
to  report  that  all  are  progressing  well  and  on 
the  road  to  recovery.  Sister  Clarissa  Bibb 
has  been  in  hospital  again,  and  also  Elder 
Hutchins.  We  pray  that  they  will  both  be 
about  again  soon. 

The  M.T.A.'s  "Open  Night"  on  the  2nd  of 
August  proved  to  be  a  happy  event.  It  was 
a  very  boisterous  evening,  and  quite  a  crowd 
ventured  out  to  take  part  in  the  strenuous 
pastime  of  playing  "Beetles."  The  evening 
was  brought  to  a  close  by  the  serving  of  a 
real  spaghetti  supper.  We  have  to  thank 
Sister  Neily  Geldenhuys  and  her  assistants  for 
the  pleasant  evening's  enjoyment. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  Sister  Yvonne 
Ninnow  and  Mr.  Hein  Blau,  who  have 
announced  their  engagement.  We  wish  these 
two  young  people  lots  of  happiness. 

Perhaps  the  most  touching  of  our  evening 
services  are  those  where  the  Primary  is  in 
charge  of  the  Programme.  We  were  really 
delighted  with  the  programme  which  the  chil- 


(!cn  put  on  for  us  on  Sunday  night,  7th  of 
August.  After  this  very  fine  service,  we  were 
invited  by  the  Special  Interest  Group  to  join 
in  a  fireside  chat  entitled  "I  Remember  .  .  ."' 
\nd  another  excellent  fireside  chat  was  spon- 
sored by  the  Junion  M-Men  on  the  21st. 

On  August  16th  the  Junior  Gleaners  and 
llvj  .Junior  M-Men  invited  their  parents  to 
meet  with  them.  After  the  programme  had 
been  put  over,  the  families  were  united  to 
partake  of  the  excellent  refreshments  which 
had  been  prepared  by  the  girls. 

We  express  our  deepest  sympathy  with 
Susan  Jakins,  whose  mother,  Mrs.  Kallis,  died 
during  the  month,  and  also  wish  to  sympathise 
with  Sister  Cynthia  Spangenberg  and  her  hus- 
band on  the  death  of  Mr.  Spangenberg  Snr. 

PRETORIA    BRANCH 

Branch    President:    Lionel    Bibb, 
282  Preller  Street,  Muckleneuk,  Pretoria. 

Reported  by  Sheiia  Bibb. 

The  Relief  Society  sisters  held  a  very  suc- 
cessful cake  sale  on  July  9th.  Despite  the 
cold  weather  the  sum  of  £19  was  made. 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  into  the 
Church  Brother  and  Sister  Schwartzel,  Sister 
Richards  and  son  Theo,  Jannie  Degener  and 
Allan  Bibb,  who  were  all  baptized  at  Ramah 
on  24th  July.  May  the  Lord's  blessing  be 
with  them  always. 

We  are  glad  to  see  the  Schwartzels  back 
after  their  holiday. 

We  are  sorry  to  have  to  say  good-bye  to 
Elders  Walker  and  Hadley,  but  welcome 
Elders  Thacker  and  Todd,  who  have  come  to 
replace  them. 

We  were  happy  to  have  the  District  Presi- 
dency in  attendance  at  sacrament  meeting  on 
31st  August.  All  present  enjoyed  the  excel- 
lent talks  given  by  Sister  Signe  Smith 
and  Brother  I.  C.  Louw. 

The  Relief  Society  celebrated  their  opening 
social  by  an  evening  at  the  bioscope  on  the 
4th  of  August 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  H.  Dec.  Hugo. 
51    Athlone   Avenue,  Springs. 

Reported  by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  all  our 
auxiliaries  show  a  gratifying  progress.  Our 
primary  is  doing  conspicuously  well.  Recently 
sacrament  service  was  conducted  by  Elder 
Farrell  Ray  Monson,  who  had  Elder  Hender- 
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son  and  District  President  I.  C.  Louw  speak 
on  the  importance  of  this  movement  in  the 
Church.  Our  Primary  Mother,  Elder  Monson, 
is  performing  a  wonderful  task. 

Mom  Futter  seems  to  be  dogged  by  a  spate 
of  misfortune.  No  sooner  was  she  over  the 
shock  of  her  accident  when  she  was  smitten 
down  with  pleurisy.  At  the  time  of  writing, 
however,  she  is  once  again  recovered. 

Brother  and  Sister  John  Troskie  both 
heaved  a  great  sigh  of  relief  and  thanksgiving 
when  they  realized  the  good  Lord  had  blessed 
them  with  a  perfectly  normal  nine  pound 
daughter. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Tommy  Jubber 
and  his  lovely  wife  Mrs.  van  Heerden,  who 
were  married  recently.  We  wish  them  all  the 
happiness  in  the  world. 

On  the  21st  our  District  President,  Brother 
1.  C.  Louw  paid  us  an  unofficial  visit  and 
gave  us  an  inspiring  talk  on  the  true  relation- 
ship between  parent  and  child.  Benoni 
Branch  President,  Elder  Osborne,  appropri- 
ately rounded  off  the  service  with  the  history 
and  importance  of  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price 
in  the  history  of  Christendom. 

LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Douglas  E.  Charsley, 
121  "F"  Avenue,  Luanshya,  N.  Rhodesia. 


Reported  by  Jeanne  Charsley. 

We  are  all  glad  that  little  Brother  Isias  van 
Deventer  has  now  recovered  from  a  septic 
toe  which  gave  him  some  trouble  recently. 

Sister  Johanna  van  Deventer  has  also  been 
ill  lately;  which  illness  we  pray  the  Lord  will 
soon  help  her  to  overcome. 

For  the  last  two  weeks  we  have  missed 
Brother  Willem  van  Deventer,  who  has  gone 
North  to  rid  Nyasaland  of  some  of  its  big 
game.  We  wish  him  "happy  hunting"  and 
a  speedy  and  safe  return. 

Our  kindest  wishes  and  hopes  go  with  Mr. 
"Andy"  Anderson,  the  fiance  of  Sister  Ina 
Fourie,  who  was  called  down  South  suddenly 
to  his  mother's  bedside.  We  pray  for  her 
speedy  recovery. 

Elders  Dean  Jarman  and  Gene  B.  Welling 
and  Brother  and  Sister  Charsley  have  just 
returned  from  a  very  enjoyable  trip  to  the 
Belgian  Congo.  They  stayed  at  the  Lido  and 
spent  some  time  absorbing  the  Continental 
atmosphere  of  Elizabethville.  Brother  Chars- 
ley, who  is  never  at  a  loss  for  words,  seemed 
to  find  his  "mother  tongue  most  inadequate. 
His  efforts  were  only  outdone  by  Elder 
Welling's  "French,"  which  was  such  a  con- 
fusion of  tongues  that  it  left  the  waiters  grin- 
ning and  shrugging,  and  the  people  at  the 
nearby  tables  in  a  polite  riot  of  laughter! 


STATISTICS 


MARRIAGES 

JANET  GENEVE  BRUMMER  was  married  to 
Thomas  Arnoldus  Du  Toit  at  Johannesburg. 

NORMA  JOAN  PHILLIPS  was  married  to  Bryon 
Gibson  on  June  25th,  1955,  at  Durban. 

ELIZABETH  JACOMINA  VAN  EEDEN  HINDLE 

was  married   to   Gerard   Bout   on   July   11th, 
1955,  at  Pinetown. 

FREDERICK  CHRISTIAN  NINOW  was  mar- 
ried to  Mavis  Rita  Kannemeyer  on  April  2nd. 
1955,  at  Woodstock. 

MARGOT  ELIZABETH  VIGTJS  was  married  to 
Harold  William  McDonald  on  April  2nd,  1955. 
at  Maitland. 

FRANCES  LIA  BUTT  was  married  to  Brian 
Francis  Bishop  on  May  14th,  1955,  at  Maitland. 

GEORGINA  FREDERICA  MARCHAND  was 
married  to  HIRAM  HECTOR  MCLELLAN  on 
August  13th,  1955,  at  Durban. 

ORDINATIONS 

GERHARDUS  DIRK  KOTZE  was  ordained  an 
Elder  in  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  on  July 
17th,  1955,  by  President  LeRoy  H.  Duncan  at 
Ramah. 

JOHN  HENRY  WAGENER  was  ordained  an 
Elder  at  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  on  July 
17th,  1955.  by  Elder  Royal  D.  Jensen  at  Ramah. 


DON  ROY  NINOW  was  ordained  an  Elder  in  the 
Melchizedek  Priesthood  on  July  17th,  1955,  by 
Johannes  P.  Brummer  at  Ramah. 

CHRISTIAN  HENDRIK  LOUW  was  ordained 
an  Elder  in  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  on 
July  17th,  1955,  by  Johannes  P.  Brummer  at 
Ramah. 

GORDON  ROSS  DELL  was  ordained  a  Deacon 
in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  July  17th,  1955, 
by  Norman  G.  Muir  at  Ramah. 

BLESSINGS 

ROBIN  WILLIAM  ALLEN,  son  of  J.  Gordon 
and  Queenie  C.  Everton,  was  blessed  July  17th, 
1955,  by  Elder  F.  John  Francis  at  Port  Eliza- 
beth. 

EDWARD     ARTHUR     KASSEBAUM     son     of 

Christian  William  August  and  Patricia  Gladys 
Bauer  was  blessed  July  24th,  1955,  by  Elder 
Norris  T.  Jackson  at  Ramah. 

BRIAN  PATRICK  KASSEBAUM,  son  of  Chris- 
tian William  August  and  Patricia  Gladys 
Biuer,  was  blessed  July  24th,  1955,  by  Elder 
Rulon  Fairbanks  at  Ramah. 

DONALD  JONATHAN  WILLSON,   son  of  Ray 

Gordon  and  Muriel  Lilian  Hind,  was  blessed 
August  14th,  1955,  by  Elder  Jack  D.  Fisher  at 
Durban. 
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NIGEL  GEORGE  WILLSON,  son  of  Ray  Gor- 
don and  Muriel  Lilian  Hind,  was  blessed 
August  14th,  1955,  by  Elder  Jack  D.  Fisher,  at 
Durban. 

PHILIP  DOUGLAS  MUNCH,  son  of  Philip 
William  Frederick  and  Mavis  Joyce  Charsley, 
was  blessed  on  July  10th,  1955,  by  President 
LeRoy  H.  Duncan  at  Luanshya. 

BAPTISMS 

ALBERT  LOTTER  was  baptised  on  July  24th, 
1955,  by  Elder  Ronald  P.  Duncan  and  con- 
firmed on  the  same  day  by  Hugh  Helm  at 
Mowbray. 

HESTER  CATHARINA  VAN  METZINGER 
TURNER  was  baptised  on  July  24th,  1955,  by 
Elder  Samuel  Robison  and  confirmed  on  the 
same  day  by  Elder  Farrell  Thacker  at  Benoni. 

EDWARD  JAMES  TURNER  was  baptised  on 
July  24th,  1955,  by  Elder  Samuel  Robison  and 
confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Robert 
Taylor  at  Benoni. 

HAROLD  BURCKARD  ELLIS  was  baptised  on 
July  24th,  1955,  by  Elder  Glen  S.  Osborne 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Robert  Taylor  at  Benoni. 

ALAN  WILLIAM  GORDON  BIBB  was  baptised 
on  July  24th  by  Cecil  Lionel  Bibb  and  con- 
firmed on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Dee  C. 
Wilcox  at  Pretoria. 

VIENNA  MARIE  MAGDALENA  SCHWARTZEL 

was  baptised  on  July  24th,  1955,  by  Elder  Dee 
C.  Wilcox  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day 
by  Elder  Farrell  J.  Thacker  at  Pretoria. 

NEVILLE  JOHN  SCHWARTZEL  was  baptised 
on  July  24th,  1955,  by  Elder  Dee  C.  Wilcox 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Farrell  J.  Thacker  at  Pretoria. 

JUDITH  MARIA  ALETTA  TERBLANCHE 
RICHARDS  was  baptised  on  July  24th,  1955, 
by  Elder  Donald  G.  Spencer  and  confirmed 
on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Donald  G.  Spencer 
at  Pretoria. 

THEODORE  RICHARDS  was  baptised  on  July 
24th,   1955.  by  Elder  Donald  G.  Spencer  and 


confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Ronald 
Hadley  at  Pretoria. 

JAN     HENDRIK     HOLMES     DEGENAAR    was 

baptised  on  July  24th,  1955,  by  Elder  Donald 
G.  Spencer  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day 
by  Elder  Ronald  L.  Hadley  at  Pretoria. 

PAMELA  SINCLAIR  WRENCH  was  baptised 
on  July  24th,  1955,  by  Wilfred  S.  Wrench 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  John 
Henry  Wagener  at  Ramah. 

MAUREEN  MARGARET  GREENE  was  bap- 
tised on  July  24th,  1955,  by  Elder  Ellis  Ray 
Peterson  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder  Rulon  Fairbanks  at  Ramah. 

PATRICIA    GLADYS    (BAUER)    KASSEBAUM 

was  baptised  on  July  24th,  1955,  by  Elder 
Norris  T.  Jackson  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  Rulon  R.  Fairbanks  at  Ramah. 

CHRISTIAN  WILLIAM  AUGUST  KASSEBAUM 

was  baptised  on  July  24th,  1955,  by  Elder 
Rulon  R.  Fairbanks  and  confirmed  on  the 
same  day  by  Elder  Norris  T.  Jackson  at 
Ramah. 

ANDRIES  JAN  GYSBERT  NAUDE  was  bap- 
tised on  August  14th,  1955,  by  Elder  Therald 
P.  Quayle  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day 
by  Elder  Lev/is  Fred  Stokes  at  Pietermaritz- 
burg. 

GRAHAM  PETER  WILLSON  was  baptised  on 
August  14th,  1955,  by  Elder  Jack  D.  Fisher 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Ernest  D.  Hubbard  at  Durban. 

MALCOLM  GORDON  WILLSON  was  baptised 
on  August  14th,  1955,  by  Elder  Jack  D.  Fisher 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Ernest  D.  Hubbard  at  Durban. 

MURIEL  LILIAN  HIND  WILLSON  was  bap- 
tised on  August  14th,  1955,  by  Elder  Ernest 
D.  Hubbard  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day 
by  Elder  Jack  D.  Fisher  at  Durban. 

RAY    GORDON    WILLSON    was    baptised  on 

August      14th,      1955,     by     Elder     Jack  D. 

Fisher  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder  Ernest  D.  Hubbard  at  Durban. 


Elders'  Quorum  To  Have  News  Column 

Beginning  next  month  and  continuing  in  the  other  issues  of  this  mission 
circular  will  be  a  new  column  containing  news  reports  from  the  11  different  branches 
of  the  Elders'  Quorum  of  the  South  African  Mission. 

The  Quorum  was  organized  in  January,  1955,  and  now  has  a  membership  of 
69  elders.  Its  president,  Norman  G.  Muir,  who  has  assigned  elders  in  each  branch 
to  send  in  reports  upon  their  activities  in  order  that  they  may  be  compiled  and 
published,  has  already  reported  of  several  social  gatherings  and  quorum  projects 
that  have  been  held  in  the  Transvaal  and  other  districts.  These  different  projects 
and  activities  and  their  desire  to  have  a  news  report  in  the  "Cumorah's  Southern 
Messenger"  are  an  indication  that  the  Quorum  are  sincerely  applying  their  motto, 
which  is,  "To  Serve." 
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